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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

„Do Not Quench the Spirit”

„Ducha nie Gaście”

The Annual Concert in Memory  

of Pope John Paul II

at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Manhattan 

Sunday, April 22, 2007, from 7pm to 8pm

New York, April 2, 2007 - On Sunday, April 22, 2007, from 7pm to 8pm at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, the Consulate General of Poland, in cooperation with St. Patrick’s Cathedral will present a special concert of remembrance and meditation on the 2nd anniversary of the passing of Pope John Paul II, titled „Do Not Quench the Spirit” - „Ducha nie Gaście”.  

The concert will include:

· readings of the poetry of Pope John Paul II performed by Mr. OLEK KRUPA, Drama-Logue Award winner who appeared on numerous TV series, film and stage performances.     

· organ concert by WITOLD ZALEWSKI, Maestro of the Royal Wawel Cathedral in Kraków, Poland. 

Full information on the „Do Not Quench the Spirit” Concert with extended biographies of the artists is available at www.PolishConsulateNY.org 

PROGRAM AND ARTISTS

Program: 

           JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH (1685–1750)

Toccata and fugue in D minor, BWV 565

        CÉSAR FRANCK (1822–1890)

Prelude, fugue and variation in H minor

Choral - minor NO. 3
JEHAN ALAIN (1911–1940)

Litanies

LOUIS VIERNE (1870–1937)

“Carillon de Westminster”

also

chosen fragments of poetry of Pope John Paul II will be read

Artists:

WITOLD ZALEWSKI, born 1967
Mr. Zalewski is a world renowned organist, author and musical director. He was the founder of the organ educational program at the public music high school of Mieczysław Tuleja in Kraków. Mr. Zalewski attended the Kraków Music Academy under the tutelage of Prof. Jan Jargoń and graduated in 1992. Thereafter, he continued to hone his talents with classes in the interpretation of organ music taught by J.Laukvik, G. Schneider, J. Guillou. 

Mr. Zalewski was honored to be selected as the main organist for the Royal Wawel Cathedral in Kraków in 1995. During the same time period, he began teaching at the Archidiocese Organ School. He has performed concerts in many of the great venues of Europe and the United States, gaining increased international recognition.  

Since 1998 he is a member of the Commission of Sacral Music of the Metropolitan Curia in Kraków.

A special honor for Mr. Zalewski was being the main organist during the visits to Kraków of both His Holiness Pope John Paul II and His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI.

He is the author of a hymn-book published by Polish Music Publishing in 1997, and co-author of many different publications.
Mr. Zalewski is a creator and director of the International Organ Festival in Zakopane and the artistic director for organ concerts in Bukowina, Nowy Targ, Skawina.
OLEK KRUPA

After studying acting in Warsaw’s Aleksander Zelwerowicz Drama Academy, Mr. Krupa made his first trek to the United States in 1975. Thereafter, he returned to his native land, where he became a leading stage actor with the Teatr Stu - troupe in Kraków. 

He returned to the States in 1981, and immediately landed a role in Joe Papp’s staging of “My Uncle Sam” at the renowned Public Theatre.

Mr. Olek Krupa made his motion picture debut in the drama “9 ½ Weeks”. His other film credits include: “Eraser”, “Fair Game”, “Call me”, “Miller’s Crossing”, “Men of Respect”, “Mac”, “Naked in New York”, “Undercover Blues”, “The Find”, “Black Rainbow”, “Home Alone 3”, “No Vacancy”, “The Opportunists”, “Kicked in the Head”, “O.K. Garage”, “Stardust”, “Blue Streak”,“Behind Enemy Lines” and “The Italian Job”.

His New York stage credits include: “A Bright Room Called Day”, “American Notes”, “The Ballad of Soapy Smith” at the Public Theater, “The Yellow House” at La Mama, “Energumen” at SoHo Rep, “Division Street” at the Second Stage Theater, “Ubu” at Lincoln Center, “The Tower of Evil”, “The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui” and as Franz Kafka, in “A Country Doctor” at the CSC Repertory Theater. He has also played in “The Time of the Kuckoo” at the Lincoln Center Theater and “The Murder of Isaak” at Centerstage in Baltimore.

He has played in TV series such as: “Spencer: For Hire”, “Low & Order”, “Miami Vice”, “New York Undercover”, “The Tattingers” and telefilms as: “Day One”, “The Fitzgeralds and Kennedys”, “My Antonia”, “White Gold”, “Andersonville”, “OZ”. 

Mr. Krupa won a Drama-Logue Award for his role as “Count Almaviva” in “Figaro Gets A Divorce” at the La Jolla Playhouse in San Diego.  

